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CORONAVIRUS — POWER REBATE 
82. Dr D.J. HONEY to the Minister for Finance: 
Just before I ask my question, I want to add to the comments by the Minister for Health in recognising International 
Nurses Day today and International Day of the Midwife last Wednesday. I recognise the enormous contribution 
they make to the quality of our lives. 
I think perhaps that this is the Minister for Finance’s inaugural question. I refer to the minister’s response in the 
Legislative Council on 4 May regarding the ministration of the $500 power rebate from the five-day lockdown 
in February. 
(1) How many small businesses and charities are eligible for the $500 rebate? 
(2) How many of the businesses are not customers of Synergy or Horizon Power and have therefore not 

received the $500 assistance? 
(3) Why is it taking until mid-June before those impacted small businesses can even apply for the assistance 

that they were promised? 
Dr A.D. BUTI replied: 
(1)–(3) In regard to the numbers that are entitled to the rebate and its application, as the member even said in his 

question about why it is taking some time to June, of course we will not know how many people have 
applied if the process is being implemented at the moment. I am unaware, and I will find out the numbers 
that are entitled to it. I can assure the member that it is a significant amount. I am sure the member will 
applaud that we are providing this to businesses that may require it. It is not something that we can just 
turn the tap on for and give the money out tomorrow. This is a prudent, fiscally responsible government. 
This is taxpayers’ money. It is the money of mums and dads. We have to do this correctly. As the member 
knows, the Department of Finance is engaged in a number of programs providing grants in a number of 
areas. It takes some time to get systems up. That is what we are doing. In due course, the process will be 
implemented and those that should be awarded the credits will be awarded them.  
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